GRASSROOTS

‘Despite a massive cover-up, News of the
World investigators have proof that the
mysterious craft came to earth in a red
ball of light. An American airman who
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was there told us there were three
beings in silver space suits aboard the
craft . . .” More seriously, they produced
a supporting statement from a named
American Air Force colonel, which we
reprint on the right. And an American
UFO expert who said ‘You can’t hide the
truth for ever.” Which is where lan
Ridpath takes up the investigation.

A flashlight
in the forest

FOUR Christmases agoe
something remarkable was
said to have occurred outside
the US Alr Force base at
Woodbridge, near Ipswich
News of tﬁe event leaked out

hitting the

llowlfy‘ Mnally
headlines in Oclober 1983
“UFO Lands in Suffolk
Official.” screamed the front
page of the News of the

orld

The story was sensational
It 10ld of a group of American
airmen who were confronted
one night with an alien space
ship in Rendlesham Forest
which surrounds the air force
base According 1o the story
Lthe crafl came down over Lhe
trees and landed in s blinding
explosion of light

he airmen
approach the object, but o
moved away from them as
though under intelligent con
trol. The following day, land
ing marks were found on the
ground, burns were seen on
nearby trees, and radiation
traces were recorded. There
was even talk of aliens aboard
the crafl, and allegations of a
massive cover-up. It had all
the ingredients of a classic
UFO encounter

The News of the World's
informant was & former US

tried to

girman. He was given the
meudonym Art Wallace, for
e claimed that his life had
been threatened if he talked
Yet here he was freely givin

interviews L0 newspapers an

television

While his fantastic story
might be doubted, it was
impossible to shrug off a

memo writlen by the deputy
base commander ¥ 1_’0'
Charles 1. Halt, 10 the Minis
iry of Defence, which was
i,ur.‘l.r ly released in the
Inited States under the Free-
dom of Information Act
Halt's memo, reprinted in full
here, Is not as sensational as
Wallace's story, but it is
prime documentary evidence
of a type rarely encouniered
in UFO cases

UFO researchers in Britain
could scarcely believe their
luck: this was The Big One
final proof that We Are Not
Alone. The News of Lthe World
rmd £12,000 for the story. A
OOK Was th(‘ﬂu)‘ pul;luhrd
about the case, and American
TV crews have been Miming
sl the sile in recent weeka

All thst evidence, backed
up by the word of the US Air
Force, could not possibly
have a ralional explanation

The Street
won' t die
says Bill

Or could n? Here are the facts
that you have not been lold

Soon afler the News of the
World story appeared, | went
in search of local opinions
about the case. | made contact
bv telephone with a forester,
Vinee Thurkettle, who lives
within & mile of the alleged
UFO landing sile. 1 dont
know of anyone around here
who believes that anything
sirange happened that night
he told me

So what did he think the
Nashing hight wWas in
Rendlesham Forest? | was
astonished by his reply. “It's
the lighthouse,” he saic

Thal lighthouse lies ol
Orford Ness on the Sulfolk
coasl, Mve miles from Uhe
forest. Thurkettle plotted on a
map the direction in which
the airmen reported secing
their Nashing UFO, and found

that they were looking
straight into the lighthouse
beam

Could this really be the
answer” | visited the sile wilh
a camera crew from BBC TV's
Breakfast Time. On the way
there, the cameraman was
sceptical aboul Lthe lighthouse
theory. |1 didn’t blame him

It was gone midnight when
Vince Thurkettle took us o
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the site of the alleged |
ing, and it fell spooky
area had by now been clegrad
of trees as part of normal
forest operations, but enaugh
pines remained at the edge of
the forest to give us a realptic
idea of what the airmen gaw
that night

Sure enough, the lighthguse
beam seemed Lo hover ajlew
feet above round :‘v--l,
because Rendlesham Farest
is higher than the coasiline
The light seemed lo move
sround as we moved Agd I
looked close only alfew
hundred yards away among
the trees All this matched the
airmen's description of the
UFO

The conclusion was dear
Had a real UFO been present
as well as the lighthouse, the
airmen should have reported
seeing two brilliant flaghing
lights among the trees, nol
one. Bul they never men
tioned the lighthouse, oaly &
pulsating UFO — not surpris-
ingly, since no one expeetis o
come across & lighthouse
beam near ground level i &
forest

So startlingly brilliant was
the beam that the television
cameras caplured it eaasily
The formerly sceptical



